
 The CHIMC project 

is nearing its end.  February 

28 will mark the last day of 

the five year implementation 

grant.  The initial start for this 

grant was March 2008.  Since 

then the project has grown 

drastically.  Three               

interventions were completed 

while the project continuously 

increased study participants 

every year and retaining them 

throughout. 

  To everyone that 

helped play a role in CHIMC, 

we hope that this project has  

empowered everyone of you  

into believing that we all can 

make a difference in           

improving the overall health 

of children.  We all play a role 

in this whether as a parent, 

health educator, nurse, or 

doctor.  The advice, support, 

and love we show to each 

other can dictate a change in 

future generations to come.  

Using our knowledge and 

what we’ve learn we can 

make a difference.  Leaving 

the vulnerable ones at risk can 

have adverse effects on all of 

us.  Let this project be a small 

sample in our vision to      

increasing the overall health 

in children across Milwaukee 

and beyond.  We would like 

to thank you all for support 

for the project and look     

forward to future.  

Project Update 

 We have all heard 

about the false linkage       

between immunizations and 

autism.  The retraction of 

Wakefield’s autism study in 

1998 is the most famous that 

comes to mind.  There has 

been thousands of studies 

done that have disputed this.  

So how has this linkage     

affected parents’ decision 

making? 

 At the University of 

Toronto and the Canada and 

Hospital for Sick Children, 

researcher Ghassan Abu     

Kuwaik, MBBS, FRCP looked 

to see if parents’ decisions  

regarding immunizations 

were still influenced by the 

autism myth.  The study 

looked at three groups; 98 

kids who had an older sibling 

with autism, 98 kids who had 

a younger sibling with autism, 

and 65 kids with no family 

history of autism.  All the  

children joined the study less 

than age 1 and were followed 

until age 3.   

 The study found that 
60% of kids who had an older 
sibling with autism were   
behind or declined             
immunizations. The kids who 
had a younger sibling with 

autism, only 16% of kids were 
behind or missed                
opportunities for                 
immunizations.  Families with 
no family history of autism, 
only 9% of kids were behind.  
As a relatively small sample, 
this study does show that 
personal experiences with 
autism does interfere with 
parents when making        
decisions about                   
immunizations.   
 So whether or not 
many studies have falsify the 
fact that immunizations 
causes autism, this study 
shows the significant impact 
left behind by studies such as 
Wakefield and others. 
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 At the celebration 
over forty people attended 
the two-hour event.           
Festivities included            
encouraging words from  
keynote speaker Alderman 
Willie Hines Jr., a project 
overview by Dr. Earnestine 
Willis and the sharing of  
experiences from our CHIMC 
steering committee and    
parent participants.  During 
the break, lunch was served 
by New Manna Café and  
Catering.   Also available  
during the break were tables 
containing vaccination      

 On January 30, 
2013, CHIMC invited    

community partners, parent 
participants and steering   
committee members to our 
Eighth Year Celebration.  The 
event took place in the       
Educare Training Room at the 
Next Door Foundation.  

 Throughout the past 8 
years, CHIMC has worked to 
improve the health of families 
by increasing the                  
immunization rates of children 
in Milwaukee’s underserved 
communities.  Originally in 
53208 and 53210 for the first 3 
years, the project expanded to 
53205 and 53206 for the next 
five years to this day.  As this 
phase of the project comes to a 
close, we wanted to take an 
opportunity to thank everyone 
who contributed to CHIMC, as 
they have helped to improve 
the health outcomes of              
Milwaukee’s children and 
families. 

information and data regarding 
the project for viewing.  After 
lunch CHIMC awarded plagues 
to the Neighborhood House of 
Milwaukee, Next Door       
Foundation and the City of  
Milwaukee Health Department.  
All of whom has played a major 
role in developing instruments 
and implementing project goals 
during their eight year         
partnership.  The celebration 
ended with a raffle from kind 
donations from the        
Neighborhood House of       
Milwaukee, Alterra Coffee and 
the Milwaukee Public Museum.          

Eight Year Celebration 

In the next phase of 
CHIMC, CHIMC: Take Control 
– Immunize! plans to partner 
with United Neighborhood 
Centers of Milwaukee 
(UNCOM) to disseminate it’s 
findings from the previous 8 
years. UNCOM is Milwaukee’s 
preeminent collaborative   
partnership supporting 
healthy, wholesome and     
empowered Milwaukee 
Neighborhoods. The mission 
of UNCOM is to strengthen 
city neighborhoods by       
combining and enhancing the 
assets of partner agencies to 
improve the quality of life for 
urban families. UNCOM does 
this by sharing best practices, 
leveraging expertise and by 
empowering Milwaukee    
residents of all ages and    
backgrounds to help create    

solutions to problems facing 
the community.  

UNCOM utilizes an  

integrated Data System at all 
agencies to collectively    
evaluate program effectiveness 
and track participant           
outcomes. UNCOM includes 
63,000 Milwaukee residents 
served, 24 neighborhood sites, 
900 staff and 3,200 volunteers, 
165 programs focusing on  
prevention and intervention, 
from birth through twilight 
years, and more than four  
centuries of combined         
experience. With UNCOM’s 
existing network, CHIMC 
plans to expand and            
disseminate it’s information to 
a larger community.  Member 
agencies include Agape    

Community Center, COA  

CHIMC Expansion 

Youth & Family Centers,  

Journey House, Milwaukee 

Christian Center,       

Neighborhood House of     

Milwaukee, Next Door    

Foundation, Northcott 

Neighborhood House and  

Silver Spring Neighborhood 

Center. Some of UNCOM’s 
efforts include Milwaukee 
Childhood Obesity Prevention 
Project, Operating Partner for 
Zilber Neighborhood          
Initiative, UNCOM Violence 
Prevention Initiative,          
Year-Round Innovative Youth                 
Employment program, and 
other innovative programs to 
address and advocate for   
critical issues facing our 
neighborhoods.  CHIMC plans 
to build on those efforts and to 
improve the health of children 
in those communities. 

 On the behalf of the 
CHIMC outreach team, we 
would like to thank everyone 
who was able to attend the  
celebration.  There is a saying as 
one door closes, another 
opens.  Whether or not we   
receive the grant, we’ve all learn 
something from these past 8 
years.  Take what you’ve learn 
and pass it along to others.   
Remember, a positive mind 
leads to positive results!  Thank 
you again for your continuous 
support and dedication to the 
project! 


